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Dear Editor:

For the past few weeks a promotional ad from Aim Trimark, a conglo-
merate that deals in fossil fuels, has appeared on TV. It depicts a
young employee of the company gloating over his purchase of 50,000
acres of corn farmland for the purpose of producing ethanol for
engines. Having studied and worked for most of 50 years as a scientist
in agriculture for the sole purpose of doing what I could to support
the farm industry, I see a danger in this to the food systems of the

world.

i

This company is not alone in this since other companies and even some
governments actively promote the use of farm crops for fuel. Without
understanding the consequences, some environmentalists also say that
such renewable resources are a source of energy for the future. Cor-
rect me if I am wrong but past literature tells us that people lived
that way before the coming of the internal combustion engine. By the
early 20th century of rapidly expanding populations that way of life

was becoming unsustainable and obsolete.

Ladies and gentlemen, I must warn that replacing, or even augmenting
our fuel needs with energy from farmlands is doomed to fail and is a
recipe for driving food costs beyond the reach of most of the world's
populations, if indeed food was available at all. The consequences of

using farm crop renewable resources as a substitute for fossil fuels

are so far reaching as to threaten the very fabric of society.

Hunger and malnutrition stalk the world's populations every day; I

can not imagine the future if big money of o0il companies was to gob-
ble up the farmlands of North America and around the world for fuel
energy. Whether or not their goal is to use edible food like corm or
sugar beets or the so-called waste like straw is not the issue be-
cause as much as possible of the inedible vegetation must be retur-
ned to earth to sustain organic matter so vital to the health of soils.






